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There tvUh pearls the gates are dighi 

upon thai Hofy Afoutttam ; 
And thither come both day and nighty 

Who in the Ltving Fountain 
Havetoashed their robes/rotn earthly stain 
And borne below Christs lowfy chain." 
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I. 

As underV every stone there is 
moisture, so under every sor* 
row there is joy : and when we come 
to imderstand life rightly, we see that 
sorrow is after all but the minister of 
joy. We dig into the bosom of sorrow 
to find the gold and precious stones of 
joy. Sorrow is a condition of time, 
but joy is the condition of eternity. 
All sorrow lies in exile from God ; all 
joy lies in imion with Him. In heaven 
joy will cast out sorrow, whereas there 









li not a lot OA tndi fionidiidi lonmr 
has been able aftogether to butth joy. 



II. 

LET every <»ie ask himself die ques- 
tion, What stake has he in 
Chrises proikiise? Howwoukl he be 
a whit the worse off, supposing (which 
is imposableX but supposing it to fail t 
We know what it is to have a stake in 
any venture of this world. We venture 
our property in plans which promise a 
return — ^in plans which we trust, which 
we have fiuth in. What have we ven- 
tured for Christ? What have we fi^ven 
to Him on a belief of His promise t 
The Apostle said that he and his breth- 
ren would be of all men most miserable 
if the dead were not raised. Can we 
in any degree apply this to ourselves? 
We think, perhaps, at present we have 
some hope of heaven ; — ^well, this w< 
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should lose, of course ; but, after all, 
how should we be worse off as to our 
present condition? A trader who has 
embarked some property in a specula- 
tion which fiuls, not only loses his pro- 
spect of gain, but somewhat of his own 
which he ventured with the hope of the 
gain. This is the question, What have 
we ventured ?— J. H. Newman. 

III. 

LORD, be pleased to shake my clay 
cottage before Thou throwest it 
down. May it totter a while before it 
doth tumble. Let me be summoned 
before I am surprised. Deliver me 
from sudden death; not from sudden 
death in respect of itself, for I care not 
how short my passage, so it be safe. 
Never any weary traveller complained 
that he came too soon to his journey's 
end. But let it not be sudden in 
respect of me. Make me always ready 
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to receive death. Thus no guest oomes 
unawares to him who keeps a constant 
table.— FuuLXs. 

IV. 

yay. T OY is Uke a missioner who speaks 

J of God ; sorrow is a preacher who 
frightens men out of the deadliness of 
sin into the arms of their Heavenly 
Father, or who weans them by the 
pathos of his reasoning from the danger- 
ous pleasures of the world. — Faber. 

V. 

DISTASTE from this world is quite 
a different thio^g from the love 
of the next.— J. H. Newman. 

VI. 
Readi*t£^\ TT is not the reading many books 
-^ which makes a man a divine, but 
the reading a few of the best books 
often over, and with attention. — Bishop 
Watson. 
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TT U much mor. ™y to de«cr«. 
■1- out dulia Ihan ta eoiiKcnite our 

to mil Ihem up with esch nlher.— Tav- 
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-T-HERE i, 1.0 more of personal 
-1- merit in a great inteJIect ihao in 

Diade of the one and of the oUier which 
should found thed^mtorespect: and 
a> nun who hu it U hem to mOa 
Ae ben u« ha am of eilhor, wiU hm 
be mnoh occupied vrfih Iheiu u a 
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A MAN who talk, loudly agsinst 
-'^ woridliness. and yel i. -kidded 
to hi> little persoral comfort., is harder 
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to convert to a real inward life than the 
most habit •ridden sinner among the 
sons of men. — Fabbr. 



X. 

MEN are sometimes so good and 
so great, that one is led to 
exclaim, Oh that they were only a 
little better and a little greater ! — 
J. H. Newman. 

XI. 

THERE are souls who cannot keep 
a direct road. Indeed, it is so 
natural to men to wander, that their 
feet cannot cross a field but in a tor- 
tuous path. For such men sorrow 
makes life an alley, with a clipped 
and prickly hedge on either side, 
which, if it be ungraceful, at least is 
safe. 



9tnrXi. 



15 



XII. 

PAIN, which seems the same, is Pain. 
liot in reality the same to any 
two sufferers. Its painftilness is varied 
by the delicacy and susceptibility, by 
the illness or Uie soft-heartedness, and 
even by the momentary circumstances, 
of him who suffers. 

XIII. 

TO dote so upon the body as to Extremes. 
cherish the ulcers, and out of 
hatred to the ulcers to destroy the 
being of the body, are both extremes : 
that is, so to dote upon the name of 
the Church as to cherish the errors of 
it, or to hate the errors of it so much 
as to deny the being of the Church. — 
Archbishop Bramhall. 
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XIV. 

F you would not be known to do 
anything, never do it. — Emerson. 
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XV. 

EVERY violation of truth is not 
only SI sort of suicide in the 
liar, but is a stab at the health of 
human society. On the most profit* 
able lie the course of events presently 
lays a destructive tax. — Embrson. 

XVI. 

THERE are souls in the world 
which have the gift of finding 
joy everywhere, and of leaving it 
behind them when they go. Joy 
gushes from imder their fingers, like 
jets of light. Their influence is an 
inevitable gladdening of the heart It 
seems as if a shadow of God's own gif 
had passed upon them. They giv 
light without meaning to shine. Thef 
bright hearts have a great work to f 
for God. — Fabbr. 
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humble gloKfy God 
proud cuall dicmselve 
—J. H. NewinAN. 

XVIIl. 
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for him whatsoever he would have 
requested for himself. Thus shall he 
be no loser, if Thou be pleased lo hear 
my prayer for him, and to hearken to 

— FULLRB. 

J- know the whole Bible by hean, 
without appearing to be conscious ot 
the inconsistency of modem maimen 
and modem -ays of thinking with 
what is requited of all who would 
follow Christ; for though Ihey read 
what the duty is. it e.bts in their 
mind only as a grand atatmctioD. 
because they never sec in what way 
men can actually reduce it to practice, 
under the reel circumstances of life. 
Still less have Ihey a desire lo iniute 
that perfection which they regard as a 
thing beyond their reach ; and without 
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the wish lo do so, Si. Chryiostoin 
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taya, it would iKM have hoen pouible 




evenfcrlhewints. The wi.h of these 




men. ssys John ii Kempij [braiSer of 




Thomas), is thai they may be humbla 








palienl but wilhoul niffering, obedient 








Milling MytbiuB. peoilcDl bat with- 




out sorrow.— M0SE5 Cathdlici. 




XX. 




A S .he naWnl man g«5 downhiU, 
■"- aad the moral man leains to lake 




higher and higher flishts towardii (hose 




heavenly regions where he hopes lo 




live for ever with hij Sariour and those 




who were worthy of Iiis lore on earth ; 




M do wo feel moti: deeply, more in- 




UBHdy, the beauties of inanunatc 




oatuK, that nature 10 which Worda- 




worth has mora than any other poet 




given B vmee.— Dr. Hook. 
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\\7H0LE bQdiss of men ruih LdU. 
VV s^, and whiie thfy sin even 
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Ihiiik that the nation, being 1 ..ame, 






has nolhhig to Biiiwer for, and nay do 






uit Willi Ihat in acts an only "the 






coune of ereau," and necessary as 






the motioD of the earth ; and so they 
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do «ry ™h acts mlhout the fat of 




God bef«« th=ir ..y«.-J. H. N™- 
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^ OD'S e»r Uei close upon ouj lips. 
*^ It iDuchM Ihem, It a always 
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liOrniDg. ThouKhu speak lo ft is 




loudly as urtirdi; sufTerinE c-ven louder 












sleep and dream. 
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A our native l^d FatrianJu an 






now our partis. Wherefore not hane 




lo Wioid our country! to aJulo oui 




parenBf It is a large and lovhig 




company expects us there .- patMili, 




btnlhets, chiklren. A taanSfold and 












mortality. sliU feel aoaety for our sal- 
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ndoo. Whit CDmmong^idDeubMll 




to them and to us, when ve pas iiM 




their embrace 1 And oh 1 svecl hotf 




veidy psaJm>, where dearh can oera 
terrify ind life can never end. 1 
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T OBD, whep Thmi ^hall ™i m 
-L with . dxarp di«.«. I r«r i 






•hail be impalicnt, for 1 sm cholcndli 




br nature, and lender hy my temper^ 








utkata all my hftuine. I cannot s*. 




pect any bind u^age froo. thai whidl 




halh been a stranger unto tne. Teacb 








*eU. and give me the o^e of i< when 1 




am Bck. In that day either Sgiam 




my burden or Hrengthcn my back 




Make me, who sa often in my health 




havt discovered my wcakoeu p» 




sumlns on my own strength, la bl 
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XXXIL 

4/ltr "IITHEN we have wound up our 
*^'** "^ » minds for any point of timo^ 

any great event, an intenriew wUh 
strangers, or the sight of some woodor, 
or the occasion of some unusual trial~- 
when it comes and is gone, we have a 
strange reverse of feeling from our 
changed circumstances. Such, bat 
without any mixture of pain, without 
any lassitude, dulness, or disappoint- 
ment, may be the happy contemplatioD 
of the disembodied qnrit ; as if it said 
to itself, " So all is now over ; this is 
what I have so long waited for ; for 
which I have nerved myself; against 
which I have prepared, fasted, prayed, 
and wrought righteousness. Death is 
come and gone — it is over. Ah I is it 
possible? What an easy trial; what 
a cheap price for eternal glory i A few 
sharp sicknesses, or some acute pain 



awhile, or some few and evil years, or '^jT 
some struggles of mind, dreary deso- 
lateness for a season, fightings and 
fears, afflicting bereavements, or the 
scorn and ill-usage o£ the world — how 
they fretted me, how much I thought 
of them, yet how little really they 
are I How contemptible a thing is 
human life— contemptible in itself, yet 
in its effects invaluable ! for it has been 
to me like a small seed of easy piu:- 
chase, germinating and ripening into 
bliss everlasting.— J. H. Nbwman. 



XXXIII. 

WE often come near to rest in life, ^^f- 
and then are cheated of it ; and 
after that we reach a better rest through 
disappointment — ^better because it was 
not our own choice, and better as it 
proves in its very self. 
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X filUqfpotho!; Mdlo fired wuU 




-and £,fip,= in tl™ d»y. i. lb. uor- 




mal intE of ChrisuoD soDli— it ii full ■ 
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■vr EITHER ought w= iQ wmn- for 
■^^ ibow our bnthreii, who by Iha 




i^ST' 






from tbs life IkIou : luured ibit ihcrf 




in: not sooe sway, but pHia fomid r 




thai in d^parline from m they are but 




Indiflg the Wiy, u is inen's won. in a 








owe Ibem our iStction mihcr than our 








Ihe s"b of biMk while .hey have 




aJresdy put on Lheir while nimeat 




Ihot : u thai we must oot msurn law 




ihem u cilinct and pciiihed, who an 




alive wrdi God,— St. Cypkian. 
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XXXVI. 

I READ how Ptail, writing fiom "Come 
Romet qnke to Phikmon to pre- M^^Xer: 
pare him a lodging, hoping to make nse 
thereof; yet we find not that he ever 
did use it, being martyred not I<mg 
after. However, he was no loser whom 
Thou didst lodge in a higher mansion 
in heaven. Let me always be thus de- 
ceived to my advantage. I shall have 
no cause to complain, though I never 
wear the new clothes fitted for me, if, 
before I put them on, death clothe me 
with glorious immortality. — Fuller. 

XXXVII. 
" TTAVE you time to die, sir?" was Atlast 

Ai. the home question of a Lon- 
don i^isrsician to a patient, a lawjrer in 
full practice, who was making excuses 
for not taking his prescription of rest 
and fireedom from anxious thought — 
Sounanr. 
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XXXVIIL 

O not overwoik yonnd^nor nt 

up too late, and neirer oontiiine 

any one mental employment qfttryeu 

an Hred of it, — Southby to Colb- 

KIDGB. 

XXXIX, 

ra- "Vr ATURE worketh in us all a love 
"*• -l-^ of oiu* own counsels. The am- 
tradiction of others is a fan to inflame 
that love. Otu* love set on fire to main- 
tain that which once we have done, 
sharpeneth the wit to dispute, to argue, 
and by all means to reason for it — 
Hooker {Preface to Polity), 

XL. 

ory. A LMOST twenty years unce I 
•^^ heard a profane jest, and still 
remember it. How many pious pass- 
ages of far later date have I forgotten I 
It seems my soul is like a filthy pond 



apt Khottir) EDCsfi it DUt again ; sdiI be 

in the place thcrdof. And grant, LoitlT 
foi the time la come (became audi horl 
guesU are easier kept Qui), that I may 
be careful nol lo admit »hu 1 find it) 
diKcult to eipel— FuLLBR. 



TNw 



in the way of penitenls Ik their prone^ 
nE9s ID evil ; that whicli oppgseii ibe 
advanciDf, the difficulty tbey find iu 
doini well ; the itonc which itops the 
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XHE ttndci^cv of man's hncy to 
X cnnwctmaEcitudeofiTKtiuKl 




limBiBth Ihc real bmnric muBiiIlude 




of eraitj, is but a dcliiripp. Three 




bounce bul a drop m tlie occu of 




Eiermty, and 2 wooden oms but > 




poinliniheinfinityof »p«ce;aiiilyel IP 
^le; wue sufficient la compkn in U 






Ibem Ihe Era" miracle of man's n- " 




d«iipdoD.-W. SinvEU. 
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-\T OT aUpnridg onrsdf » lalt of So 
1^ opiDioB i< one of Hit »ur«. 






helps to »:lidR uptm it, u it wIU find 








opsniag tte valv= of a strain- boUer. 
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T READ of my Saviour Ili«, when 


Oul-ln4l 


Ihe derf Icivclh Him: and bohold, 




angels came uidinioi«=KdtiiiUi Him. 




A gr«t chnnge in > linl. dme. No 




twiligh. betwixt fligtal and day. Wh*n 




out devU, in angel. Such ia .he oa« 




of e™y «Htary «ml: it will make 




oompahy for il«If. A mu^g iniiul 








preiently side with legiani of good or 




hud thoughK, Cruii, iherefore, Lord, 




that my »u]. which =ver will have 
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XLV. J 

IT ii cuy to ulk aC ^Idng Bt bo^ 

ormaUng shows. But not to have InM 
where It is supposed, uid seldom sn^ 
poud Cilselr, thai iJI would go if Ih^ 
could 1 — to be able lo say ooihlng 
where every one is talkiag t— to ha^ 
no opinion when everyone LsjudGin^ 
■ " ' ilhout r\A 






>, In which Ott 
ther hardened hy stubborn 
supported by rortilude^ Ii 
is (o be deapLEed, lee u| 



9niA$* 



35 



attend Thy service ? Now I perceive 
the cause thereof: — at other times I 
have willingly entertained them; and 
now they entertain themselves against 
my wilL I acknowledge Thy justice, 
that what formerly I have invited, now 
I cannot expeL Give me hereafter 
always to bolt out such ill guests. The 
best way to be rid of such bad thoughts 
in my prayers is not to receive them 
out of my prayers.— FuLLBR. 
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XLVII. 

THERE are two beings in each of 
us — the animal and the angel; 
our business is to resist the one in 
order that the other may reign supreme, 
up to the moment when, freed from its 
burdensome shackles, it can take flight 
towards higher and better regions. — 
Lammbnais. 



inward 
strttggU. 
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way. 






"IX7E only begin to persecu 
*'' we despair of convu 
Lammbnais. 

XLIX. 
f^OJy acts with meansi 
^J means, against meani 
where die ordinary means are 
and cannot be had. He suppi 
dtefect by extraordinary grace.- 
BISHOP Bramhall. 

L. 
T17E have need not only to 
* ' but to keep up a strong] 
self-control. How it is that e\ 
we do leaves upon us its impg 
we know not ; but the scars s 
seams of our bodily frame ma 
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nations, the tumult of out pasnoas, Ih 

ments and energies of our maml being 
leave Mine mark, wither some sptine 
ing grace, strengthen aomo strugglini 
fault, decide soTUe doubtful bias, ag 
gfivalE same growing proneness, and 
^Uways leave us other and worse Ihar 
we were before. Iliis is e«r going 

fcirfU and wiradetfol inward nalun 
is perpetitaUy 6^^ its own character 

which, to those who give over watch 

conscious, and U tosl in^luntarr 

-Manhinc. 

XHERE is need, bitter need, t 
l bring back into men's minds thai 
to live is nothing, iuiTbs to live be K 
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but clinging of confideoce to Him as 
their Rock, Fortress, and Deliverer ; 
and perfect love and casting out of 
fear; so it is not possible that, while 
the mind is rightly bent on Him, there 
should be dread of anything earthly or 
supematiural ; and the more dreadful 
seems the height of His nugesty, the 
less fear they feel that dwell in the 
shadow of it — " Of whom shall I be 
afraid?"— J. Ruskin. 

LVI. 

THE Wise Man observes that 
" there is a time to speak, and a 
time to keep silence." One meets 
with people in the world who never 
seem to have made the last of these 
observations ; and yet these great 
talkers do not at all speak from their 
having anything to say— as every sen- 
tence shows — but only from their in- 
clination to be talking. Their conver- 
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Fear 

atut 

trust. 
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golden:* 



pcnoDS can help rcflecdni: thai, unlua 
thry have la truth a siiptiior capacity. 



would alta^ther hold 
nd it should be yout 
liiij RemcmbET, like- 



some regard, though 

unber was the Son of 
linly speaks from expe- 
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many words to a quiet man." But one 
would think it should be obvious to every 
one that when they are in company with 
their superiors of any kind, in years, 
knowledge, and experience ; when 
proper and useful subjects are dis- 
coursed of, which they cannot bear a 
part in, — that these are times for silence, 
when they should learn to hear and be 
attentive, at least in their turn. It is 
indeed a very imhappy way these 
people are in ; they in a manner cut 
themselves out from all advantage of 
conversation, except that of being 
entertained with their own talk : their 
business in coming into company not 
being at all to be informed, to hear, to 
learn ; — ^but to display themselves ; or 
rather to exert this faculty, and talk 
without any design at all. And if we 
consider conversation as an entertain- 
ment — as somewhat to unbend the 
mind, as a diversion from the cares, 
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thl buianeis. and Ihe totrnws of life, it 
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i« of the very oMun of il Ihat lh« diB- 




eourae be muluil. This, 1 My. ii 




implied in Ihe very oodgn of what we 








compuny, Atlenlinn id Ihe coDtinucd 








painTul Dflin Hum the cares aiid buu- 








therefgnl, who impoHB Ihis updo lu il 




guilty Dl » double offenM ; arlHtraiily 




enjoining lUence upon nU Ihe rest, uid 




iikexrise oblipng then, to this painful 
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WE must w/to^^l unselfishly. « 
*V ,/n«„wen:v™nhhdi^uE.^ 










aues, indeed, Oiai baffle and peiplei ; 




there are Iliose abgul u9 from whom 




tiuth seeou Id have vanished, to have 




iledined and died from sheer alrophy 



of ' neglect But one thing at least 
weeadicando: we can tiy not to add 
to die evil, but to make a life so dazk 
hf one streak bri^ter; a woild so 
soRowfiil in some slight measure less 
joj^ess by our presence in the i^oom. 
It is possiUe to be sincere, yet kind ; 
possible to see the best rather than the 
worst in human character ; possible to 
make the best of what is good. Some 
truer leoollection of our own grave and 
depressing faults, amid, all the time, our 
conscious sincerity, will often teach a 
lesscm of long-suffering and charity 
towards our fellow- mea . . . What 
can we do ? Reverse the question, and 
you have the answer ;— Let us do what 
we can.— W. J. Knox Littls. 

LVIII. 

1I7E must not give up this visible 

** world as if it came of the Evil 

One. It is our duty to change it into 
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tkl eipreSHon of ChriElian hope— is 








ind the death bequest of Christ to men 
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TN Tibi It St. Paul quoted tonulhor- 
1 i« self-induliteace. because he 
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hade hi> disciple take a little wine Tor 




his tlomich's sake, and his often in- 




firmities. They should al firal rematk 




—who vmuld shelter their cxeesses 




under this permission — tbu it was not 




the Apottle's own practice, not did the 




disciple ask this thing. He ad™d it 




in the cue of Timothy, who was a 




Bishop, and whose life vras extremely 




necessary for the Church, ttil] in its 




mbncy. Such was Timothy; andEive 
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LXI. 

OUR feithfuLiem at any givi 

we are making of Che irac< 
vouchsafed to us, iwd the 
within our reach, as well i 
of our purpose to persev« 
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even tiien as we are in ourselves, or 
because of anything in ourselves, 
but because of Him Whose glorious 
presence He sees in us, and Whose 
mind His eye descries, however imper^ 
fectly, forming in us. On the response 
of the soul to His call, at any period of 
its course, dep«ids the measure of its 
faithfulness. In true hearts to doubt 
the future is to distrust God. We have 
our own part in the present, but not 
beyond. The future rests with God 
alone. We are safe in Him so long as 
from day to day, from hour to hour, 
we hold fast the profession of our faidi 
without wavering. Our steadfast deav^ 
ing to present grace is our security for 
future steadfastness.^T. T. Carter. 
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LXII. 

F you look accurately through the 
records of the lives that have been 
most useful to humanity, you will find 
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that aU that Ins bean dom bait !■■ 
boendoneso; [as mfaniadiateontaiBtj 
of dw end] that to die deamt inftit 
lects and ^« £i>^^t ■* htVj — t*? the tma 
diiklren of the Father, with Whom a 
thousand yeaxs are as one day, — didr 
poor seventy jrears are bat as aerea 
days. The removal of the shadour of 
death from them to an unceitain but 
always narrow distance, never takes 
away from them their intuition of its 
approach ; the extending to them of a 
few hours more or less of lij^ abates 
not their acknowledgment of the in- 
finitude that must remain to be known 
beyond their knowledge— done besrood 
their deeds: the uninxifitableaess of 
their momentary service is wrought in 
a magnificent despair, and their very 
honour is bequeathed by them for the 
joy of others, as they lie down to their 
rest, regarding for themselves the 
voice of men no more. The best 
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things, I repeat to you, have been 
done thus, and, therefore, sorrowfully. 
But the greatest part of the good work 
of the world is done either in pure and 
unvexed instinct of duty, or else, and 
better, it is cheerful and helpful doing 
of what the hand finds to do ; in siuety 
that at evening time, whatsoever is 
right, the Master will give. — J. 

RUSKIN. 

LXIII. 

FAITH in earnest minds deeply 
stirred by the Spirit of God rises 
into htad. Zeal implies a concentration 
of the powers of the inward life upon 
some special end which appears to the 
soul calculated to promote the glory of 
God, the final object on which it is in 
truth set. It grasps unseen things 
with an intense practical tenacity ; 
its ardour and intensity of action are 
its marked features. Zeal implies that 
the whole man has been quickened 
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LXV. 

THE occasions of silence are obvi- SUetice. 
ous, and one would think should 
be easily distinguished by everybody : 
namely, when a num has nothing to 
say, or nothing but what is better un- 
said ; better either in regard to the 
particular persons he is present with, 
or from its being an interruption to 
conversation itself, or to conversation 
of a more agreeable kind ; or better, 
lastly, with regard to himself. Dis- 
course on the affairs of others, and 
giving of characters, almost perpetually 
runs into somewhat criminal. It were 
very much to be wished that this did 
not take up so great a part of conver- 
sation, because it is indeed a subject of 
a dangerous nature. Let any one con- 
sider the various interests, competitions, 
and little misunderstandings which 
arise among men, and he will soon see 



5* 



^^••M^* 




SiUm*. tlutlieisiMtiiape^ladioadMidiBpar- 
tfal; tiiat he is ael^M I aayipedb, 

BMnm CTifHH* «0- uVK BIHIHI wlB 

f yHrfat| r of (fli^ dbinctflr Mid 
of lut neic^iboar ia a frta, 
asd tumscnred nMnmcy. Tiiera ii ] 
petuaUy, and <^ten it it not ottmidid 
to^ a riralahip amongit peoplo of oat 
Idnd or another, in respect to wf^ 
beauty, learaing, iiMtuno, and Aat oae 
thing will insensiUjr influeaoe thom to 
speak to the disadvantage of otheii» 
even where there is no Honned maUoe 
or ill design. Since, therafoia, it as so 
hard to enter into this sdfaject irithout 
offmding, the first diing to be obsenad 
is that people should learn to dedine it ; 
to get over that stroi^ inclination they 
have to be talking of the concerns and 
behaviour of their neighbotur. — BiSHor 

BUTLBS. 
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LXVI. 

'O man qiedct tecardy but he Gcfid 
that holds ha peace wilUngly.- "^«^ 
Thomas X Kbmpis. 
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LXVII. 

WORK, as Christ looks at it, is ik'ork. 
not all die eatpression of mere 
haman activity. . . • Mere activity — 
let us remember it when we have to 
take the value of our own life — is not 
that essential excellence in work — even 
when it witnesses to earnestness of 
character— that Christ would own. . . 
Work is not to be valued by its sub- 
ject-matter ; it is to be valued by that 
which lies behind it: the question is 
whether or not it is done according to 
the will and for the glory of Almighty 
God. The value oi the wmrk of a 
Christian life lies in dus great principle, 
renewed and excited ftem time to 



54 



Pectlit* 



iVork. time, not the mere saving of one's 
own soul, though that was the first 
point — but getting beyond that, ex- 
pressing continually in the world the 
principle which is the heart of that 
soul's salvation— the love of God's will 
—the desire for God's glory.—W. J. 
Knox Little. 

LXVIII. 
Idle r\ FTENTIMES I could wish that 

words. V>^ I had held my peace when I 
have spoken ; and that I had not been 
in company. 

LXIX. 
T17HY do we so willingly speak and 
'V talk one with another, when, 
notwithstanding, we seldom return to 
silence without hurt of conscience ? 

LXX. 

IF it be lawful and expedient for 
thee to speak,' speak those things 
that may edify. 
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LXXI. 

evil custom and neglect of our 

im good doth give too much 

to inconsiderate speech. — 

SXKSMPIS. 



LXXII. 

RY phase and department of 
Oman life, its joys and sorrows, 
ss and fears, its ordinary occu* 
and common features and in« 
vicissitudes, whether it be soli- 
social, — all have been touched 
£ed, and soothed and blessed. 
Life of our life. All the condi- 
' our spiritual warfare, and of 
erior life with God, have been 
urough by Jesus Christ. He 
xd Himself in that relation to 
ridence and will of His Father 
He desires us to occupy; He 
yed the guidance of the Holy 
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7»r£<^ GbiMt u ira M9 to obey BUh: tbe 
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that, at eadi OM «r fib Mnpandi ! 
"— fi. J. OounoDGB. 

LXXIIL 

MORAL finca if kit by every 
focm of liiitrtttbltifaMMB, even 
tbe IomC; but genmae bnaulity k in 
itseMenoe die plantiaff our foot upota 
the itBck of tralih and foottaad often 
vrihenitcootavaa gnat deal to doaou 
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to admit inopaoity.Vhtn il -would be 
nieU to be thought capsMe. to de- 
Elins a r^Hiutian (o which we ha\i! no 
right,— these things, and other* of the 
wnE kind, are humihiy in aoiion, 

painful; they are al<nys of Ih< greatest 
poiHble value in bracing the dliaradler ; 
they are so fat from forfeiting moral 
Ibrw thai thej. enrich la widi It just 

feit it. If we are weak, jSnful. cor- 
; nipt, il i. better to know and f,el the 
■rue stale of the case than to live m a 
fool's paradise.— H. P. Liddon. 

I.XXIV, 

pONSCIENCE and self-love, if we 
*— understand our true happiness, 
always lead us the same way— Bishop 
BuTtnt, 
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LXXV. 

EVERY ONE who wills to attain 
to the rest of contemplatimi 
must firrt diligently lead a life of labour. 
Remember that hxAy I'epose is the pro- 
duct of' the exerdse of virtues, as 
fruits are formed from flowers. — St. 

Bernard. 

LXXVI. 

THE contemplative life is a sort of 
foretaste of the reward of our 
Eternal Countrj^ however imperfectly 
or rarely this is realised. — St. Boma- 

VBNTURA. 

LXXVII. 

IN reverence is the chief joy and 
power of life ; — reverence for what 
is pure and bright in 3rour own youth ; 
for what is true and tried in the age of 
others ; for all that is gracious among 
the living, great among the dead, and 
marvellous in the Powers that cannot 
die.— J. RusKiN. 
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LXXVIII. 

TITHEN virtue has become habitual, 
* * when the temper of it is acquired, 
what was before confinement ceases to 
be so by becoming choice and delight. 
Whatever restraint and guard upon 
ourselves may be needful to imleam 
any tmnatural distortion or odd ges- 
ture, yet in all propriety of speech, 
natural behaviour must be the most 
easy and unrestrained. It is manifest 
that in the common course of life there 
is seldom any inconsistency between 
our duty and what is called interest : it 
is much seldomer that there is an in- 
consistency between duty and what is 
really our present interest; meaning 
by interest, happiness and satisfaction. 
Self-love, then, though confined to the 
interest of the present world, does in 
general perfectly coincide with virtue ; 
and leads us to one and the same 
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TVjf AN'S use and function is to bK 
■IVl thewUDBaofthegloTTofGod.' 
and to advance thai ^ory by hU 

happffiEsi. "Whatever enaMe< u> tO 

iii^t MDse or Ihs word, useful to US.' 

the glory of God more brightly befbnfi 
us. But things that only help in M 
eilit are, in a secondary and aaaL 
Miite, useftil ; or nUier, if they M 
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LXXX 




T THINK you »ho are annnpit 
■>- othen, live well if you live tegu- 






larly, sociably, and humbly.- Regu- 




lariy, in regard Id yourself; sociably, 




in reference In others; humbly, hefore 




God. Begulnrly, by wdVuig circum- 




spectly in the Presence of God. and 




before others, guardins yourwlf tnan 




sin and frombcing a ground of offence. 



Sodably, by Vmag aad being loved ; 
diQfwiaf younelf land and affable, 
bearing patiently and even cheerfully 
the infinnities of the weak, both nunal 
and corporeaL Humbly, by keeping 
younelf, after you have discharged 
your duties, from the spirit of vanity, 
which is apt to spring from the omsi- 
deration of their proper accomplish- 
ment ; by promptly stopping whatever 
movements of self-complacency you 
experience. — St. Bbrnard. 

LXXXI. 

'T^HE clearer knowledge of Truth 
^ is a gift of God, whereby He 
rrwards those who are serving Him. 
The sheep hear the Good Shepherd's 
Voice ; they follow it with the instinct 
oi love, even amidst the distractions of 
other calls. By degrees the Voice is 
heard more plainly by the loving soul. 
It speaks articulately, with a creative 
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-pHERE wiU come a time *heu 
-1 ihree words uttered with chirity 














volumes written with disdainful sharp- 




ness of wit. 


c.^. 


'pHE orm-chnir of Ihe aide, or of the 
i old, i. Ihe centre of the house. 




They think, perhaps, that they are un. 



important ; but all the honsehold hopes 
and cares flow to them and from them. 
— Snt A. Hblps {JPrUndt^ Council), 

LXXXVII. 

SIGHT will not gladden him in his Faith 
home, whom faith consoleth not ^fht 
by the way. — St. Augustine. 

LXXXVIII. 

THERE are two ways of doing Daiiy 
everything, and it is quite pos- *^^"- 
sible to miss God's blessing upon acts 
which yet we perform without incur- 
ring man's disi^easure. No rules can 
Mcnre, though they may {Mromote, the 
rif^t spirit of duty ; no human eye can 
see into our hearts. Except, therefore, 
we make the way of performing ordi- 
nary actions a special subject of self- 
examination and of confession, the 
most serious mischief may be gaining 
ground within us, and we the while 
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deceiTed into a fatal self -complacency. 
Be well assured that temptations and 
trials follow us firom state to state, and 
that our ssftvation depends upon our 
use of present oppoftunities. Say not 
that a quiet and r^;ular life is without 
scope for zeaL He is the most aealous 
of God's servants who performs with 
zeal what he has to do. The most 
zealous missionary is he who is ever at 
his post, ever doing his Lord's work in 
a calm and devoted spirit. 

LXXXIX. 

YOU need not r^;ret the trials 
which, separating 3rou from so 
many pleasant things, have enabled 
your mind to take a decided spring 
towards God. Be assured that nothing 
is more incompatible with the fullest 
approach to God than the fulness of 
earthly happiness. The more I CQia.- 
template those happiest in this world. 
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the more I tremble at their incapacity, 
for the most part, for heavenly things. 
And even what we take to be excep- 
tions are often so taken only from our 
ignorance as to the secrets of hearts. 
Suffering has a thousand unknown 
entrances besides the wide and obvious 
opemitgs through which one sees it 
pass. Often it works subtle channels 
for itself— rose-hidden paths ; it travels 
rapidly, reaches far and wide, because 
it is God's most active messenger. It 
bears the cross of Jesus Christ, and 
human nature is moulded to bear this 
burthen everywhere. So do not mur- 
mur at the secret griefs to which your 
health condemns you ; they are the 
condition of 3rour moral and intel- 
lectual advancement What would 
you be without these troubles ?—La- 

CORDAIRE. 



Bless- 
ings 0/ 
sti/fir- 
ittg. 



ing earnestly,— I am satisfied that it is 
so, — for there is little purpose in a 
stagnant, lifeless heart But you 
ought frequently to make a special act 
of love and submission to God's Will, 
before all else, not merely in things 
tolerable, but in whatever seems to 
you most intolerable.— St. Francis de 
Sales to Madame db Chantal. 
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XCIV. 

DETACHMENT from self, so far 
from tending to diminish love, 
feeds and extends it. Nothing under- 
mines love for others so much as self- 
ishness — ^the love of God never does. 
Never in this world were there more 
lasting, more pure, more tender affec- 
tions than those which have filled the 
hearts of saints — hearts that were 
emptied of self, and filled with God. — 
Montalembert. 
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• xcv. 

SOMETIMES the thought of our 
Dear Lord bearing all the weari- 
nesses of daily life those thirty-three 
years seems almost more wonderful, 
more heart -touching, than even the 
agonies of Gethsemane and Calvary. 
\ngrtat needs the Father and the Com- 
forter are so very near ; but the daily 
life, the daily struggle, that is where 
the real presstu^ comes ; and with it, 
the wondrous thought of what He bore, 
solely that, having felt all. He might 
indeed pity all. 

XCVI. 

AS to the actual fear of death, it 
seems to me that the Author of 
oiur existence for the most part gives it 
to us when it is intended that we 
should live, and takes it away from us 
when it is intended that we should die. 
—Sir B. Brodib 
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ejc of the iUuminaied spirit. Ho nat 
wvMe life in frimip^ theories of the 
beautiful, bat come, as did Nithuigel, 
Into the pnscDce of Chriu. Mark the 
tlory of Hii ennhly life in Che Coipeli, 
nod nflect thil what He vss then He 
iioaw. Speak Id Him in pcayer u lo 
■D all-powerful Friend Who hean, slid 
Who, at He sea beil, will aDswer. 
Touch Ihe gnrmeat of Hi> hii 
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ne Him. Open yoiir conscience to the 
^'^•" purifying and consoling influences of 
His Spirit ; open your hearts to the 
constraining generosities of His dying 
love." The real difficulty with thou- 
sands in the present day is not that 
Christianity has been found wanting, 
but that it has never been seriously 
tried. They have been interested in 
it, but have remained at a distance 
from it They have passed their best 
years in supposing that Christ's religion 
is a problem to be ceaselessly argued 
about, when, lo ! it is a life to be spent 
at the feet of a living Master, and it 
justifies itself only and completely 
when it is lived.— H. P. Liddon. 



XCVIII. 

SURELY a humble husbandman 
(^ that serveth God is better than a 

proud philosopher that, neglecting him- 
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ouilr shall ihon IberelbTe b« judged, 
untus thy life b« nlsa mure hojy,— 
Thomas X Kbmpis. 
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subjugation of will, it is but owing to 
that proud spirit of independence by 
which the angels fell. Real liberty 
lies in willing whatsoever God wills, 
asking nothing else, heedless of self, 
accepting all He offers. "Asking 
nothing, refusing nothing,*' as was 
said by one who drank deeply of the 
life-giving waters of His Will. To 
such souls nothing can come amiss, 
nothing can greatly move them. — 
J. N. Grou. 

cm. 

THE way In which a man bears 
temptation is what decides his 
character ; yet how secret is the system 
of temptation ! Who knows what Ls 
going on? What the real ordeal has 
been? What its issue was ? So with 
respect to the trial of griefs and sor- 
rows, the world is again a system of 
secrecy. There is something particu< 
larly penetrating, and which strikes 
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not manage ; we can no more make our 
trials than we can make our feelings. 
In this way moderate deprivations are 
in some cases more difficult to bear 
than harder ones. And so it is often 
the case that what we mttst do as 
simply right, and which would not 
strike even ourselves, and still less 
anybody else, is just the hardest thing 
to da A work of supererogation would 
be much easier. — ^J. B. Mozlbv. 

CIV. 

THE imity of motive Law recom- 
mends is, I am persuaded, the 
only way to be comfortable in this 
worid, and surely it is the Christian 
way to be happy in the next ; but then 
as to the best method of practising and 
improving oneself in it, these as surely 
must vary, I should think, with the 
characters and circumstances of dif- 
ferent persons, so that no two human 
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Uve in health, and the days of dis- 
coime swd understanding, which in 
tfiis case haUi another degree of neces- 
sity superadded ; because in other 
notices an imperfect study may be 
supplied by a frequent exercise and a 
renewed experience ; here, if we prac- 
tise imperfectly once, we shall never 
recover the error, for we die but once : 
and therefore it will be necessary that 
our skill be more exact, since it is not 
to be mended by trial, but the action 
must be for ever left imperfect, unless 
die habit be contracted with study and 
contemplation beforehand. — Bishop 
Jbrbmv Taylor. 

CVIII. 

BLESSED of My Father I that is 
our eternal name. Blessed of 
My Father I How those words come 
to us in the tingling stillness of the 
night, when panic fears oppress oiir 
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pow ib l e to ny stated pr ayeri at stated Prayer- 
intervals, on stated days ; and to be A^^^'- 
nigular in morning and evening, and 
even in noonday devotion, and yet to 
be very fiur removed from the real life of 
piayer. Prayer has been defined to be a 
wish referred to God ; and if we could 
keep this thooi^ before us, it would 
help US to acquire the habit of prayer, 
by making us refer each wish, as it 
came into our minds, to God, for His 
assistance in furtherance or frustration. 
And the way to this is to inactise 
short,' informal, spontaneous prayer ; 
ejaciUatory, as it is called, from being 
darted, arrow-like, to heaven. We 
have examples of such prayer in the 
short sharp cries of our own Liturgy : 
*' O God, make speed to save us 1" 
*'0 Son of David, have mercy upon 
usl" They ask for nothing; they 
expect no answer to come to us 
in a definite shape ; they are simply 
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inarticulate, cry-like, so1>-Iike, intense 
uplifUngs of the heart to God ; effcnrts 
to rise into an atmosphere where our 
spirits can breathe freely, sighs of the 
home-sick souL It is by the use of 
sudi short prayers on sdl occasi(ms, 
bridging the intervals, and linking 
together the times of your more formal 
prayers, that you may acquire that 
prayerfulness which will alone enable 
you to gather up the fragments that 
remain.— J. R. Illingworth. 

CXI. 

EVIL is never so deadly as when it 
puts on an air of req)ectability. 
Jesus says that the publicans and has- 
lots should go into the kingdom of 
heaven before the Pharisee ; and to 
this day doubtless His everlasting 
words come true, and m(Hre open sin- 
ners are saved than decorous Phari- 
sees. The worldliness which most of us 
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have most to fear, is a n^jative worldli- 
nessr— a worldliness without great sins, 
because it has not great temptations ; 
a quiet unobtrusive worldliness, so un- 
pretending that it hides itself even from 
our own notice ; a worldliness which 
the more effectually deposes God, be- 
cause it does not overtly rebel against 
Him — nay, in words it owns His being, 
re-enacts, without reference to Him, 
some of His laws, yet shaped so that 
they should not press upon it ; a world- 
liness which is the more hopeless be- 
cause it substitutes self for God so 
universally, yet so noiselessly and im- 
perceptibly, that the soul, like Sam- 
son, does not know that God is de- 
parted from it, and that it is living 
without Him. It is one of those 
poisons, taken in infinitesimal doses, 
which are unperceived until the sufferer 
is dead.— E. B. Pusby. 



n'orld- 
liness. 



doing of what you did, do not breed in 
you a fearfulness that jon shall never 
do as you were wont again. This dis- 
pirits the soul, and so disheartens it, 
that it runs itself into that tery thing 
wUch it is taking a course to airoid.— 
Bishop Patrick. 



CXV. 

O one is so blind to his own fitults 
as a man who has the halnt of 
detecting the fiuihs of othttts.— Fabbs. 



N' 



CXVI. 

THERE is greater Tariety of parte 
in what we call a character, than 
there are features in a fitce ; and the 
morality of that is no more determined 
by one part, than the beauty or deform- 
ity of this is by one single feature : 
each is to be judged of by all the parts 
or features— not taken singly, but 
together.— Bishop Butler. 
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CXVII. 

THERE is one easy and 
way to avoid being 
self-partiality, and to get 
with our real character :— 
gard to the suspicious par 
keep a steady eye over c 
that respect Suppose, tl 
fully satisfied with himself { 
behaviour ; such a one, if yo 
the Pharisee in the Gospel, 
man. Well ; but allowing th 
nion you have of yourself to 
every one is liable to be misr 
Suppose, then, an enemy 
about defaming you, what { 
character would he single o 
particular scandal, think ] 
he be most likely to fix 
And what would the wor! 
ready to believe? There 
man living but could, froi 
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on his way, wm ahmys conridering 
dw Boddanti he mi^ meet indi, and 
after any accident kept returning to 
contemplate the scene thereof t Would 
3rou not mge him to go on nUherf 
Even so, I say to you. Go on with- 
out looldng bade, and without pausing, 
so that, pleasing God, you may abound 
more and more. The abundance of 
His love will do more to correct you 
than all ]rour anxious self-contempla- 
tion.— F^nblon. 
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